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The Importance

Santa

by Kevin Haislip

ren people we inically dislike become fricnds T s casy to prejudge s
Jane withot fully understanding them, [t an cver be chat way with Sanca
laus.

A Surp

1 alvesys ehought of Santa Claus as a commereial fibrication whose legends were
born ofcasteles and sdicalons ales Mosern Santa may el v becn an dicor's
comtrivance, dy him finds  crue
one worth knowing; and telling your children sbou.
ul of mine who owns a e {yes, there really are

reindeer) imvited me tn meee several area Santas who were coming for photographs
with the animals. [ was surprised. Most of the Sanias [ met ace strong evangelical
They reished the role of Santa, and it wasn's simply because
people, especially children, loved Santa, Ic was more abous whom Sanca seprcsents,
the person we know as Saine Nichobas, These men and dheir wives Joved the Lotd and
found ehis role o dynamic opportunity o cell children and Families about Jesss.

‘As Lralked with them and listened t their stories, | was incrigued and began seck-
ing informarion aboue Nicholas (aka. Santal. My discoveries surprised me, Aside
o all the myths, ehere s a ot that people da na commanly know

belicvers in Jesus C)

The Acts of Saint Nicholas

Sanea s impartant o our Chrismas celcbrations because of what he embodics.
True, he i a made-up chaacter for Amesican consumerism, but he i also 1 dircec
depiccion of the original Saine Nichelas. Sanca reflects Nicholas through character
ersis such as unconditional love, love of children, secree and unselfish gencrosity,
goodness, kindness, and being a carvier of oy and blessing o other.

“The legends and writsen acoounss of Nicholas cell us b was born around AD
275 in Parara, in Asia Minor on the cascern Mealiverranean coust (soday known as
Turkey). His parents were strong believers in Jesus Christ and raised him in a G
fearing horme. When he was a young seenager, both his pasens died of the plagac, s
Nicholzs went e ive with his uncle Nicholas, wheo was an abbo in 1 nearby monss-
rery.

Storics tell how Nichokas gave away much of his inherited wealth even before
e became a pricse. The mose famous story happened while he was 2 young man. A
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man who had been rich bar had lost everything had
shree dagheers coming of e who neaded mareiage
dowrics. The y. the berter the

gds. The arder's insent was 1o persecure Christians
who refused to worship any ocher gou than the one
erve and lving God, The Romans imprisoned many

busband she would marry. Without dowries, the irls
would ner find hushands, and cheir parenes would
scll them s servants or even praseimtes.

Nicholss learned of the family's situation and
desermined to help the man and his drughters. Late
‘ane night a3 cveryone slept, be sneaked to their home
and towsed 1 hixg of gold enins through the window
for the eldese daugheer's dewry. The seory goes that
by accident the bug landed in the girls stocking
hung over the Rreplace. OF course, in the morning
when the Farher and daughrers awoke and the ddest
drughter found 1 bag of gold coins in her stocking
wehere none had been the night before, they were very
happy, b chey wondered who pu the coins there

A fow nights larer, Nicholas again visited this
Family and enssed another bag of gold through the
windaw For the middle daughter. Again, the father
and daughtees were averwhelmed with delight and
wondered who brought these gifes.

O another night, Nicholss paid ane las visit 1 this
Farmily, bue the Father had desermined ta find who give
his daughters these wonderful presents. As Nicholas
smeaked up 1o the house prepared to tssin the bag of
0ld, the Facher surprised him and lesened the identity
of cheir generous henefactor. Nichalas had determined
o give che gifts secretly, bat hecawse of ehis story and
athers like it, Nicholzs became known theaughot the
region a3 the "gift giver” and lover of children

Santa is important to our Christmas
celebrations because of what he

embodies.

This seary explains why Sanea does his gift giving
sccrerly laee ax nighe after everyone has gone w bod.
It also explzins why we hang seockings on @ fireplace
‘mantle an Christmas Eve. In St. Nicholas's time, chil-
dren hung chei socks up o dry at the end of the day.
Te also ells s why Santa eomes through chimneys,
though the aceual story relates that he had rossed the
bag of gold through an apen window

Because of Christ

Nicholas greatly laved God and spent much dme
seudyingat the monastery. H(I:mnntapriﬂuwd‘ in
time, was conseerased a5 bishop of My

During Roman Emperor Diotiia reigy
araund the year AD 303, the conperor ordered peo-
ple chroughout the empire t worship the Roman
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Christians, including Bishop Nicholas, wha spenc
five yearsin solitary confinemen.

Diocletian resigned in AD 305, and Constancine
became the new cmperor the following year.
Conssantine began releasing the Christans, and
Bishop Nicholss s finall free from his prison cell
around AL 308,

Zealous for the Gospel and Good
Works

After prison, Bishop Nicholas decermined to s
he region of the fise gods and Roman idoks and

concentrated his encrgics on the remple of Arcemis,
With deliberate force and zeal, he began by removing
the idols and shrines and destroying the greas temple.
Seaving lircle trace of s

Nicholas was cxceprionsl because of his reac love
fae others, his example of sacrficial generosicy, and
s care for the poor and neady where he lived. Others.
have said thar he fully exemplified Christ in all he
did—in his coninued gencrous giving in his defense
of the faith, and in his fichful ceaching of he gospel
of Jesus Chris. Poople arribused many mirackes to
God's working in Nicholas's lfe, Amon them was
the healing of 1 woman's withered hand. exorcising

saving eravelers and a ship frem an aver-
helming storm, saving three generals from death,
and providinggruin v che region during grest fminc.
fyra was a seapore on she Mediterrancan Sea,
and ships fram araund the world docked o trade o
pick up goods for expors. Sailars would come it
the region, hear of Nicholas, and pehaps even meet
him ar the docks. As the sailors' stories of Se. Nicholas
spread thronghour the Roman Empire, he became
an cxample of love and generosicy characterstic of
Christians ar the time. Their love for one anacher.
love off others in their community, and sacrificial giv-
ing changed the culture.

Nicholas died December &, AD 343, He lived
considering achers nceress as mose important than
his own. He would not have wished for others
1o revere him because he was a humble man. He
performed his actions in secrec to bless others and
sacnficialy gave all he had.

demor

A True Disciple

s 1 considered Nicholas's lfe and. Santa's cole
coday, T donned the Sansa wit and mes nearly 9,000
children one scason. Among the first who came
dhurough were nine-year-ald. Anne and her brother,
Denny. Denny. confined toa wheelchair, b cercbral
palsy. Anne and I talked for 2 while, and T asked her



5. She sa ish that

whi she wanged for C
could hae 1 happy Che
g things and can't go. play with s
And the ather kids arc very mean ro him and call him
anc, Denny, and heir mom kft the

s, He has o

for Denny's healing and jor of the season.

OF all the thousands of childe
through, Anne was one of about rwenty-five children
iy gl nothing for themselves,
her's blessing marcered ta them more than what
chey wanted, That is 2 heart born of Chiis an five]
out i the lives of Nicholas and many Chriseians
ehrough the mille

We see the
Nicholass life. He is 2 hero of our 2
Paul, whom we follow as sock to follow Jesus's

who came

Ie
about Nicholas {aka. Santa), who carried Christ’s
cruss in his I and ministry. And we enco
<
on this day is o
\\.n!lmglun ar Abraham
s eelebrace

ren c0 be *secree givees.” Remernberiny
orm remembsing George
e birth of Jesus Christ on
wly when

Ll\u i Dy, but we do not know ¢

He was born. Tuking time w explore and leamn

about St, Nicholas d
birth, It shuows us

s not tabe aveay from Christ's
thar changed because Chiisc
came. Wihout Jesus, there would be no example in
Nicholay's life.

sells His diseiples e live in such a way thar
mcn will know the light of che workd. The light of 2
Christian life is the love of Gad in Jesas Chrise. Nicholas
lived s that ochers could clearly sec Chrisc in him.
excellent. free resources availble sbout
Nicholas's life. The best 1 have found is oaline at
o stnichlsscenter.org.

Edisars. Nute: Dicernlsce 6 is Saing Nichols Day, The

Murphy children rece
diy. This helps kec the €
on Jesus

Tha Haips harvs hemaschomied since. 1984 and haue sk years
I parents of asen cril.
g —

chkren. Tows desendent ke remain ol home. In trs ol of
2008, afer rebaring rom & missn marking I an crshana
K was enlited 1o be 3 mal Sarka. From fhose charming
comarsatons of tings chidren say (o Sania, he weoke a bock
Skt Canenraabuns wih Sarca, Tha boak. & aualatie in L. 5.
Saobstunis, Yoo s e e il al wm Sardasope com
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