Conversations with Santa         449 words

Dear Santa,

    Why do you do what you do?  Love, Jess (51 years old)

To my many friends,

    Last week I was busy meeting with many people about the coming of Christmas.  There is much to do and the closer it comes the busier everyone gets.  It takes a lot of people and elves to make Christmas a joyous celebration.

    Children, we live in very stressful and uncertain times.  There are many families who are hurting and having a very difficult time paying their bills.  Many children don’t have much to eat.

   There is something all of us can do!  When Santa/Nicholas was a young boy, his parents died making him an orphan. They left him a large inheritance, but Nicholas gave it all away by the time he was 20 years old.  As he got older and became a priest and a bishop, he continued to give generously to others in need all that he had.  

    We remember Nicholas today as Santa who comes at night after everyone has gone to bed.  Nicholas did most of his giving at night because he wanted to keep it secret who had given the gifts.  In time he was found out.  People in the region called him the ‘gift-giver’ though he continued to do most of it in secret.

    Nicholas also taught others to become ‘secret gift-givers’ themselves.  Most of us like to do things for others so that they know who gave it to them.  Giving something in secret is not only something that greatly blesses the one who receives it, but also the one who gives it.

    Christmas is less than two months away.  Look around and see if you know someone who would really love something that you can give them.  Even better, look around for someone who is in great need and help them.  Do it in secret so no one knows.  You might even ask your parents to help you with it (Parents, teach your children this).

    The biggest thing is to do it so no one knows who did it (except maybe your mom or dad).

    Having a lot of things is fun and wonderful, but what we do for others is what brings us the greatest joy and memories, and that’s why I do what I do.  The more you do like I do, the more you will enjoy it all throughout your life.  It is what God did for us in the person of His Son Jesus Christ.

    There is great joy in ‘Considering others as more important than ourselves.’

Love,

Santa

Write Santa online at www.santashope.com, plus the opportunity of a Santa-signed, personalized edition of “Conversations with Santa.’ By Santa Kevin Haislip.  
