Conversations with Santa        446 words

I get letters and comments very much like the one today.  For the more thoughtful and mature among us, I offer this…

Dear Santa,

    There is no d*** Santa.  Signed, Tim

Dear Tim
    You are not completely wrong, but neither are you completely correct.  Santa does exist though not in the manner you expect.

    Let’s put aside the myths of Santa coming down chimneys and flying reindeer.  I won’t argue that often the depiction of Santa is merely a commercial fabrication.  It is easy to be cynical and cry foul.  

    Santa emulates the historical person of St. Nicholas in his capacity to bring joy and hope to others.  St. Nicholas’s life exampled "Consider Others Above Yourself" and it's purest form is the Christian Golden Rule of Jesus which actually tells His followers they ARE responsible to do for others as they would want done for them, as opposed to the more common ‘do for others AS they do for you.’

    Fourth century St. Nicholas, as a very young man gave away all his inherited wealth to those in need.  In his time he was known as ‘the Gift Giver’ though he tried to do it in secret so no one would know.  As a priest, he defended the falsely accused, continued giving generously, cared for the poor, defended the faith, and even took risky stands to provide food for the people of his region in time of famine.  He was a man of faith who greatly loved God.  He was a disciple of Jesus Christ.

    ‘Santa’ was initially a Protestant response to a man usually associated with the Catholic church, although the Catholic church never recognized St. Nicholas as a saint.  In the 1800's, ‘Santa’ was fictionalized as a ridiculous icon for commercial purposes and many of his former associations with St Nicholas were discarded, to great loss.  

    There is an excellent website at www.stnicholascenter.org that has studied out most remaining documents and accounts from that time and organized them for all of us to review.  

    Many people around the world under various cultural names play the person of Santa.  The spirit of God that lived in St. Nicholas can live in us today.

    One can be cynical or one can live their life in the same manner as God lived in St. Nicholas: “Consider others above yourself.”  I challenge you to look out for others needs and be quick to respond with help.  Be a secret ‘gift giver.’  Allow God to do His work in you.  It will completely change your life.

Love, Santa
Write Santa online at www.santashope.com, plus the opportunity of a Santa-signed, personalized edition of “Conversations with Santa.’ By Santa Kevin Haislip.  
