Conversations with Santa       443 words

Dear Santa,

    How are the elves doing?  Love, Amy 

Dear Amy,

    While the elves are very hard working getting ready for Christmas, they are often up to some pranks, but nothing mean.  Yesterday they threw a birthday party for Bernie, one of the elves in our woodshop, and made Play Dough cupcakes.

Love, Santa

Dear Santa,

    My older brother says you aren’t real.  A lot of my friends at school say they don’t believe in you either.  But I know you are real.  I saw you in [that restaurant] yesterday when we all went out to eat.  Even my brother saw you.  Why don’t they believe?  Love, Anna (9 years old)

Dear Anna,

    “Seeing isn’t believing.  Believing is seeing.”  For instance, many people believe in God and see His wonderful work in this world.  Other people don’t believe in God and don’t treasure other people or the beautiful world we live in.  Some people believe great generosity to others brings joy to their own lives.  Other people won’t help another person at all.  But those who believe in God and learn to give generously find great joy and peace throughout their lives.  

    You can’t have one without the other.  You can’t see and understand until you believe and do something about it.  That is something you can know and experience too.  There are simply some things you have to take on faith.

    Santa is all about love, and joy and generosity, something he himself learned from his own belief in God.  As you go about your daily life, the more you give to others, the more you have to give.  

    And always be on your best behavior because I’m watching you.  

Love, Santa

Dear Santa,

    Last year I asked for a PSP and didn’t get it.  My friend Mike got one.  Why can he have one and I can’t?  Ricky (8 years old)

Dear Ricky,

    There are a lot of reasons why one person may get something that we want but don’t get.  And I can tell you those reasons, but it won’t make you any less disappointed.

    But there is something you can do?  Learn to be thankful for what you do receive.  That is hard but learning to be thankful can become a great blessing in our lives, because we learn to accept things we can’t change and learn to be at peace with all.

    And of course, always obey your Mom and your Dad.  That alone will make a huge difference when you want or need something.

Love, Santa

Write Santa online at www.santashope.com, plus the opportunity of a Santa-signed, personalized edition of “Conversations with Santa.’ By Santa Kevin Haislip.  

