Conversations with Santa     450 words

Spence wrote asking a question I get asked a lot.

Dear Santa,

    Are reindeer real?  My brother says they aren’t.  How do they fly?

Dear Spence,

    Yes Spence, reindeer definitely are very real.  And I don’t think it is just me, but I think reindeer are probably the most delightful animals on earth.  They are friendly and playful, and curious and even a bit stubborn.  They are like great big pets with antlers.  I think they would try to climb into my lap if there was room enough.

    Just yesterday I went to the barn and when Comet and Cupid saw me, they came running to me as fast as their legs would take them.  

    If you go online and do a search, you will find ranches all over that raise and care for reindeer, and they will have pictures of them also.  Or even better, go to your library and find a book about reindeer and learn all about them.

    Now about their ability to fly…  I can honestly tell you that with all the time I have spent around reindeer, I really love watching them run and play.  And if you have ever seen a reindeer run, you will most certainly think to yourself that reindeer can fly.  

    Love, Santa

David’s letter tried to negotiate a deal.

Dear Santa,

    Last year I asked for a dirt bike, but all I got were clothes.  Can I have the dirt bike this year?

Dear David,

    There are two things you should know about asking for something from Santa.  First and most important is that Santa won’t bring anything that your parents are not OK with.  Your parents are the authority in your home and what they say goes.  So for something like a dirt bike, if they say no, Santa won’t be bringing it.  On the other hand, if it is OK with them, then let’s wait and see.  Christmas is coming soon.

    The other thing you should know is that Santa really tries to give things that he and the elves make in my workshop.  Dolls, and toy cars and trucks and trains, stuffed animals, marionettes, nutcrackers and rocking horses are toys that we make and are fun to play with.

    David, it’s exciting to receive something that we really want.  But let me also tell you how much fun it is to give something nice to someone.  Look around and see if you can find something someone would really like.  Or even better, see if you can make something nice for them. 

    Merry Christmas, David!

Love, Santa

Write Santa online at www.santashope.com, plus the opportunity of a Santa-signed, personalized edition of “Conversations with Santa.’ By Santa Kevin Haislip.  

