Conversations with Santa      448 words

Young Kevin writes,

Dear Santa,

    I am eleven years old now.  A lot of other kids at school say you aren’t real.  I do not believe them at all.  I do believe!  

Dear Kevin,

    There are all sorts of things I can tell you about the reality of Santa.  But the best thing I can do is to tell you who Santa really was.  Sometime around the year 275 A.D., a child was born by the name of Nicholas in the town of Patara in Asia Minor on the eastern Mediterranean.  His parents were very strong Christians and he was raised as one.  As a young teenager, both his parents died of the plague, so he went to live with his uncle, the Abbot at the nearby monastery.  As a young man Nicholas moved to Myra, became a priest, and later a Bishop of many churches.

    It is said that Nicholas greatly loved people and was very generous to them, giving away all his inherited wealth even before he became a priest.  There are many stories written of him and passed on by sailors as they would dock in Myra, hear stories of Nicholas and often meet him, and take the stories to other cities around the world in their travels.

    Nicholas was a real man from whom many of our Christian festivities and traditions are patterned after.  He is also someone we can greatly admire and look up to.  The real Nicholas died on December 6, 343 A.D. 

    Today, Santa Claus is a man who also loves people and children and tries to bring joy and peace to others.  And someday, if you and I ever meet face to face, I will let you give a gentle tug on my beard.

    I hope you have a Merry Christmas Kevin.

    Love Santa

The same day Kevin’s letter arrived, Ashley wrote.  I’m guessing she is much older because of what she wrote and her handwriting is beautiful.

Dear Santa,

    I know you aren’t real, but sometimes I wish you were.  I don’t even know why I am writing you.  

Dear Ashley,

    Every one of us likes to hope in good things.  We like to think that what we hope for is real.  Ashley, Santa Claus IS someone we can hope in by reading of Nicholas’ life and learning about why he did the things he did.  He was a man who greatly loved God and was completely devoted to Him.  And hopefully that will inspire all of us to love one another as God loves us. 

    Love, Santa 

Write Santa online at www.santashope.com, plus the opportunity of a Santa-signed, personalized edition of “Conversations with Santa.’ By Santa Kevin Haislip.  

